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succession by the introduction of new favourites.
It was Robert Cecil, controlling the Government
at the end of Elizabeth's reign, who had brought
James to the throne, for the succession to
Elizabeth was disputed, and the Queen herself
had named nobody.
James came into England from Scotland with
little knowledge of English ways, he talked with
so strong a Scottish accent that it was not easy
to understand him, and he brought with him a
group of Scottish companions highly unpopular
in England. It must be remembered that Scotland
had been the hereditary enemy of England for
centuries, and was still regarded as an alien
nation. James depended more and more upon
this statesman, Robert Cecil, who not only had
the very highest talents as a statesman but
was privy to all the secrets of the governing
class around the King. He held firmly in hand
a universal spy system and was adept, as his
father had been, not only at discovering plots
against the Crown, but at creating them by the
use of secret agents and at nursing and fomenting
them when they had started,
Now it was Robert Cecil's prime object
to prevent a Catholic reaction. The whole policy
of his family and tradition was the gradual
imposition, by force and trickery, of the new